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Global Progress on Ending Extreme Poverty 
 

Between 1990 and 2011, the proportion of people in the developing world living on 

less than $1.25 a day dropped by 60%, from 43.5% to just 17.0%. 

 

If this trajectory is continued into the future, we will get to the zero zone on 

extreme poverty before 2030. 

 

Living Proof that Development Assistance Works 
 

The world has reached the ‘beginning of the end of AIDS’, with more people newly 

added to treatment in 2013 than were newly infected. 12.9 million people now have 

access to lifesaving HIV/AIDS medicine, up from just 300,000 in 2002. 

 

Over half of African households now have at least one anti-malarial bednet, up from 

just 3% in 2000. Since then, malaria has been cut by 75% in eight African countries. 

 

Global child deaths declined 49% between 1990 and 2013, thanks to life-saving tools 

such as vaccines, bednets and nutrition programmes. 

 

Thanks in part to development assistance and debt relief, 57 million more children in 

sub-Saharan Africa were enrolled in primary school in 2012 than in 2012. There has 

also been steady progress in gender parity, with more and more girls enrolled in 

school across the region. 

 

The Millennium Development Goal to halve undernourishment (a critical component 

of hunger) is well within reach. 63 developing countries have already reached this 

target. 



Poverty Reduction 

 1 billion people (17.0%) in the developing world live in extreme poverty, on less than $1.25 a 

day. However, this number is down from 1.9 billion (43.5%) in 1990. 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, the decline has been slower, with extreme poverty falling from 56.6% in 

1990 to 46.8% in 2011, and the absolute numbers growing (due to population growth) from 287 

million to 415 million. 

 Over 78% of the world’s poorest people live in rural areas. 

 Africa’s total household consumption has jumped by over 10% annually since 2000, reaching 

$1.3 trillion in 2012. 

 Africa’s middle-class population is estimated to expand to half a billion by 2030. 

 

HIV/AIDS 

 The world has reached the tipping point marking ‘the beginning of the end of AIDS’: 2.1 million 

people were newly infected with HIV in 2013, including 240,000 children, but 2.3 million people 

were newly added to treatment – bringing the total number of people with access to lifesaving 

antiretroviral therapy to 12.9 million, up from just 300,000 in 2002. 

 In the past decade, the number of sub-Saharan Africans on lifesaving antiretroviral therapy has 

increased from 50,000 to more than 9 million. However, despite these impressive increases, only 

39% of people in sub-Saharan Africa who need treatment are receiving it. 

 The use of antiretroviral medicines for pregnant women averted HIV infections in more than 

900,000 babies between 2009 and 2013. 

 

Other Infectious Diseases 

 Malaria claims the lives of 584,000 people every year, 90% of whom live in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 1 in 7 child deaths in sub-Saharan Africa are caused by malaria. 

 $12 billion is lost to the African economy every year due to malaria. Purchasing and delivering a 

protective bednet costs just $10. 

 Eight sub-Saharan African countries have cut malaria prevalence by 75% or more since 2000. 

 1.5 million people died from Tuberculosis (TB) in 2013, and 90% of cases occur in developing 

countries. 

 However, access to TB treatment is increasing. Since 1990, mortality has fallen by 45%, and all six 

regions of the world are currently on track to meet the Millennium Development Goal of 

reducing TB infections by 2015. 

 Polio has been reduced by 99%. It remains endemic in only 3 countries. 

 
 

 



 

Child and Maternal Health 

 Global child mortality has declined by half since 1990, thanks to life-saving tools such as 

vaccines, bednets and nutrition programmes. In 2013, worldwide, 6.3 million children died before 

reaching their fifth birthday – down from 12.7 million from 1990. 

 Sub-Saharan Africa is home to the highest number of child deaths – 3.1 million in 2013. 

 Since 2000, Gavi, the vaccine alliance, has supported the immunization of 440 million children 

and has helped save 6 million young lives. 

 Measles deaths in sub-Saharan Africa fell by 85% between 2000 and 2010 after a massive child 

vaccination programme. 

 Maternal health is one of the most off-track Millennium Development Goals. Most maternal 

deaths could be avoided, yet 289,000 new or expectant mothers died in 2013. 

 80% of maternal deaths could be prevented if all women had access to basic health services. 

 

Energy and Infrastructure 

 Insufficient energy access traps millions of people in poverty and can limit a country’s economic 

growth by 2-5% per year. 

 Two in 10 people around the world lack electricity. In sub-Saharan Africa, it’s almost 7 in 10. 

 75% of people in sub-Saharan Africa cook food and heat their homes using open fires. Globally, 

respiratory diseases caused by inhaling smoke and fumes from burning wood result in more than 

3 million deaths each year, often affecting women and children.  

 Almost a third of all health centres and 35% of all primary schools in sub-Saharan Africa have no 

access to electricity at all. 

 Only 16% of roads in sub-Saharan Africa are paved. 

 Nearly 70% of African businesses say that inadequate infrastructure is a constraint to their 

operations and growth. 

 

Food 

 Halving undernourishment in the world is within reach, but faster progress is needed. 805 million 

people in the world are chronically undernourished, down 100 million over the last decade and 

209 million lower than in 1990. 

 Chronic malnutrition contributes to 45% of under-five deaths in the developing world, as well as 

causing stunting in a quarter (nearly 161 million) of the world’s children. 

 Conversely, obesity affects 500 million adults and 42 million children are overweight, a growing 

number of which are in developing countries. 

 Poor people in the developing world spend 60–80% of their income on food. People in rich 

countries typically spend less than 10%. 



 By 2050, agricultural production may need to increase by up to 60%, due to population 

expansion, rising consumption, and changing dietary demands.  

 Climate change has the potential to decrease food availability in Africa by 21% by 2050. 

 Africa’s share of world agricultural exports has increased slightly but steadily in recent years, 

from 1.2% in 1996–2000 to 3.3% in 2009-13. 

 

Transparency 

 At least $1 trillion is being taken out of developing countries each year through a web of corrupt 

activity that involves shady deals for natural resources, the use of anonymous shell companies, 

money laundering and illegal tax evasion. 

 Sub-Saharan Africa lost an estimated $68.6 billion to illicit financial flows in 2012. 

 Only 23 out of 100 assessed countries worldwide provide enough information for citizens to 

analyse and understand the national budget. Of these 23 countries, only two are in Africa: 

Uganda and South Africa. 

 Domestic revenues in Africa are 10 times higher than the official development assistance 

received by the continent. 

 

Water and Sanitation 

 The world has met the Millennium Development Goal for halving the proportion of people 

without access to clean water, well in advance of the 2015 deadline. 

 However, 768 million people around the world still lack access to clean water — 40% of them 

live in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 2.5 billion people worldwide do not have access to adequate sanitation. 

 

Education 

 57 million more children in sub-Saharan Africa were enrolled in primary school in 2012 than in 

2000, thanks in part to debt relief savings and development assistance. 

 However, 58 million primary-aged children worldwide are out of school. Over half of these, 30 

million, are in sub-Saharan Africa (over half of whom are girls). 

 Around the world, there are 250 million children of primary school age today who cannot read 

or write, whether they are in school or not. 

 

 

 

 



 

Women and Girls 

 If women worldwide had access to the same resources as men, they could increase yields on 

their farms by 20-30%, which could help lift as many as 150 million people out of hunger. 

 The majority of women (more than 60%) in sub-Saharan Africa work in agriculture as smallholder 

farmers. 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, over 21% of all parliamentarians are women — this is a higher proportion 

than the global average. 

 Educated women are 50% more likely to immunize their children, and when a girl in the 

developing world receives seven or more years of education, she marries four years later and has 

2-3 fewer children. 

 Between 1970 and 1995, 43% of the global reduction in hunger was attributable to the progress 

of women’s education. 

 

Trade and Investment 

 Between 2011 and 2015, 7 of the 10 fastest growing economies in the world are predicted to be 

in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Sub-Saharan Africa has 13% of the world’s population but contributes to only 2% of world trade. 

 Trade between African countries accounts for only 10% of their total – far below the levels of 

intra-regional trade achieved in other developing regions. 

 Foreign direct investment into sub-Saharan Africa has risen more than six-fold from less than $6 

billion in 2000 to nearly $43 billion in 2013. 
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