
The Honorable Ed Royce
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs
2l7}Rayburn House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washinston D.C .20515

The Honorable Eliot Engel
Ranking-Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs
8360 Rayburn House Office Building
U.S House of Representatives
Washington D.C 20515

Dear Chairman Royce and Ranking Member-Engel;

On behalf of the African Ambassadors Group, we are writ ing to commend you for introducing
bipartisan legislation to extend the assistance of the United States to the efforts of African
governments to expand access to electricity for our cit izens, and promote economic growth and
opportunity. President Obama's announcement of the Power Africa lnit iative was greeted with
great enthusiasm on the continent and we urge you to provide the necessary polit ical backing
to ensure that future Administrations fulf i l l  the US goals and commitments to the countries in
the init iative. We are however, especially delighted that you have partnered to introduce
legislation that would expand such partnership opportunities to other African countries beyond
the six named in the Power Africa Init iative. Just as the Africa Growth and Opportunities Act
(AGOA) created a new U.S.-Africa development-oriented partnership based on trade, the
Electrify Africa Act and the Power Africa Initiative have the potential to help bring
transformative change to dozens of African economies, and support health, education, jobs,
infrastructure and industries that create economic growth and activity, and rely on regular and
affordable access to electricity.

We also wish to urge you to ensure that two principles underpin the final policies enacted by
the US government and provide the most effective assistance to African countries in the power
sector:

L. That the US strategy works in tandem with African national power plans. Africa has a
huge renewable energy potential and in many countries there is a strong desire to scale
this up. In addition, natural gas on the other hand is in abundant supply and part of
several national power plans. As the lead development agency to implement US power
partnerships, it is vital that the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) has the
flexibil i ty to support f inancing for proposals that correspond to the preferred energy
sources, both renewable and non-renewable, that African governments wish to
harness. A substantial scale-up of f inancing for the energy sector in Africa wil l enable
countries to responsibly uti l ize their bil l ions of cubic meters of natural gas reserves, for
the benefit of their cit izens, that are currently wasted through flaring or exported to
non-African countries to meet their energy needs. The negative net effect is billions of
cubic meters of gas ending up in the atmosphere without Africans receiving the benefits
of their electricity-generating properties. We urge you to work with your congressional



colleagues to provide the necessary authorities for OPIC to work with African partners

to uti l ize their natural resources, in l ine with their national priori t ies'

Z. That the US government deploys more personnel to the continent to faci l i tate the large

number of energy deals that will come about from the Power Africa lnitiotive and the

enacting of the Electrify Africa Act into law. This is particularly important given the

lengthy and uncertain processes faced by African business leaders and government

officials in securing visas to identify and attract U.S. partners to collaborate on power

projects.

We would also request a meeting with you, upon your return from the August Congressional

recess, which would provide us with an opportunity to commend you in-person, and discuss

thetwo points raised above. please be assured of the appreciation of the African Ambassadors

Group and our eager anticipation of your response.

Sincerely,

Akec Khoc
Ambassador of South Sudan
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Joseph Bienvenu Charles Foe - Atangana.
Ambassador of Cameroon 'MTDY&I
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Eric Cantor, Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives
Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader, u.s. House of Representatives

Members of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Honorable Members of the congressional Black caucus
and Honorable Members of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations

CC: The Honorable
The Honorable
The Honorable
The Leadership
The Leadership
Committee


