
 

Get The Facts 
-----------------------------------------------------------  

Global Progress on Ending Extreme Poverty 
 

From 1990 to 2000, global extreme poverty dropped from 43% of the 

world’s population to 33%. 

 

From 2000 to 2010, extreme poverty worldwide went down again to 21% 

— cutting it in half over the past twenty years. 

 

If this trajectory is continued into the future, we get to the zero zone 

before 2030. 

 

Living Proof that Development Assistance Works 
 

9.7 million people worldwide are on lifesaving HIV/AIDS medicine, up 

from just 300,000 in 2002. 

 

Malaria has been cut by 75% in eight African countries since 2000. 

 

51 million more children in sub-Saharan Africa went to primary school for 

the first time between 1999 and 2010. 

 

Since 2000, child deaths are down 2.65 million a year — that’s more than 

7,200 children saved each day. 

 



Poverty Reduction 
 1.2 billion people around the world live in extreme poverty, on less than $1.25 a day. 

 At least 70% of the world’s poorest people are rural, and in sub-Saharan Africa this figure is 75%. 

 However, in the last decade, extreme poverty has dropped by 16% across sub-Saharan Africa. 

 The number of middle-class Africans has tripled over the last 30 years to well over 300 million 

people, or more than a third of the continent’s population. 

 By 2020, Africa is predicted to have 128 million consumer households, up from 90 million today. 

 

HIV/AIDS 
 In 2011, 2.5 million people were newly infected with HIV, including 330,000 children. 

 Globally, 9.7 million people are on lifesaving antiretroviral therapy, up from just 300,000 in 2002. 

 In the past decade, the number of sub-Saharan Africans on lifesaving antiretroviral therapy has 

increased from 50,000 to 7.5 million. 

 The use of antiretroviral medicines for pregnant women averted HIV infections in more than 

800,000 babies between 2005 and 2012.  

 

Other Infectious Diseases 
 Malaria claims the lives of 1,800 people every day; most are children.  

 Purchasing and delivering a bednet to protect against malaria costs just $10.  

 1.4 million people died from TB in 2011, but access to treatment is increasing.  

 Polio has been reduced by 99%. It remains endemic in only 3 countries. 

 

Child and Maternal Health 
 Global child deaths declined 42% between 1990 and 2011, thanks to life-saving tools such as 

vaccines, bednets and nutrition programmes. 

 Vaccines supported by GAVI have averted 5.5 million child deaths. 

 Measles deaths in sub-Saharan Africa fell by 85% between 2000 and 2010 after a massive child 

vaccination programme. 

 Yet in sub-Saharan Africa, 1 in 9 children still die before their fifth birthday. 

 Maternal health is one of the most off-track Millennium Development Goals. Most maternal 

deaths could be avoided, yet 287,000 new or expectant mothers died in 2010. 

 

 

 



 

Energy and Infrastructure 
 Insufficient energy access traps millions of people in poverty and can limit a country’s economic 

growth by 2-5% per year. 

 One in five people around the world lack electricity. In sub-Saharan Africa, it’s almost 70%.  

 Almost a third of all health centres and 35% of all primary schools in sub-Saharan Africa have no 

access to electricity at all. 

 Only 16% of roads in sub-Saharan Africa are paved. 

 Nearly 70% of African businesses say that inadequate infrastructure is a constraint to their 

operations and growth. 

 

Food 
 Chronic malnutrition contributes to 45% of child deaths in the developing world, as well as 

causing stunting in a quarter of the world’s children. 

 Poor people in the developing world spend 60–80% of their income on food. Americans spend 

less than 10%. 

 Almost 870 million people in the world are hungry, a number that hasn’t changed since 2009. 

 Demand for food will be 60% higher by 2050, due to population expansion and rising 

consumption. 

 

Transparency 
 African countries lost an estimated $51 billion in 2010 due to illicit financial flows. 

 Domestic revenues in Africa are 10 times higher than the official development assistance 

received by the continent. 

 Only 23 out of 100 assessed countries provide enough information for citizens to analyse and 

understand the budget. 

 Countries whose aid flows make up three quarters of global development assistance are now 

signed up to international transparency standards. 

 

Water and Sanitation 
 The world has met the Millennium Development Goal for halving the proportion of people 

without access to clean water, well in advance of the 2015 deadline. 

 However, 768 million people around the world still lack access to clean water — 40% of them 

live in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 2.5 billion people worldwide do not have access to adequate sanitation. 



Education 
 51 million more children in sub-Saharan Africa were enrolled in primary school between 1999 

and 2010, thanks in part to debt relief savings and development assistance. 

 However, 57 million primary-aged children worldwide are out of school. Over half of these, 30 

million, are in sub-Saharan Africa (over half of whom are girls). 

 Around the world, there are 250 million children of primary school age today who cannot read 

or write, whether they are in school or not. 

 

Women and Girls 
 Women make up half the agriculture workforce in sub-Saharan Africa but own just 2% of the 

land. 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, over 21% of all parliamentarians are women — this is a higher proportion 

than the global average. 

 Educated women are 50% more likely to immunize their children, and when a girl in the 

developing world receives seven or more years of education, she marries four years later and has 

2-3 fewer children. 

 

Trade and Investment 
 Between 2010 and 2015, 7 of the 10 fastest growing economies in the world are predicted to be 

in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Sub-Saharan Africa has 13% of the world’s population but contributes to only 2% of world trade. 

 The value of Africa’s exports of oil, gas and minerals was nearly eight times the value of 

international aid the continent received in 2011. 

 Foreign direct investment into sub-Saharan Africa has risen more than six-fold from less than $6 

billion in 2000 to nearly $40 billion in 2011. 
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