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THE ISSUE
Over the last 15 years, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have helped define and drive global action for 
reducing poverty, disease, hunger and malnutrition. There has been great progress in some areas: the number of 
people living in extreme poverty (on less than US $1.25 a day) has been cut by 60% since 1990, reaching around 1 
billion people in 2011.  

On September 25 2015, at the United Nations General Assembly, global leaders will agree on and announce a set 
of 17 new Global Goals for Sustainable Development that will shape the fight against extreme poverty and injustice 
for the next 15 years. These goals have the potential to set a path to a world without extreme poverty, hunger and 
preventable child and maternal deaths by 2030, thus helping to ensure that everyone gets to lead a life of dignity. 
Building on the MDGs, the new development agenda must prioritize the most vulnerable and hardest to reach, and 
be designed to deliver for the very poorest--particularly women and girls, because Poverty is Sexist. 

THE CHALLENGE
We must raise awareness about the new, “Global Goals” to ensure that leaders make good promises and then 
deliver on their promises each year in order to make the ultimate goal of reaching a world free of extreme poverty 
a reality by 2030. But no document, on its own, will end extreme poverty. Unless our leaders feel the strength of 
people power behind the goals, they will be forgotten as quickly as they were drawn up; gathering dust on UN 
shelves instead of gathering momentum to change the world.

On September 24, the night before the new global goals are announced, thousands of people will stand “under 
one sky” as a beacon of light calling on world leaders and citizens alike to light the way to ending extreme poverty 
and take part in a global rally. Throughout the days following the announcement of the global goals, it is imperative 
that we make sure as many people as possible know about them so that we can hold world leaders accountable to 
meeting them. We need you to raise your voice and tell everyone so that we can make this new set of goals famous. 

Tell Everyone
CHALLENGE #1

August 31-October 4, 2015

http://campus.one.org/petition
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CAMPAIGN ACTIONS
1. Build your ONE chapter. Take advantage of the beginning of the semester to recruit new members for your ONE 

chapter. Use the ONE Campus Poverty is Sexist petition to sign up new members for your ONE chapter and earn 
an automatic 10 points per signer. You can also use the hard copy, paper version of the sign-up sheet petition, 
included at the end of this toolkit. 

  10 POINTS PER SIGN-UP

2. Hold an “Under One Sky” event on your campus. On September 24, the night before the Global Goals are 
announced, people around the world will gather to host local Under One Sky events in order to shine a light on the 
momentous opportunity that these goals represent. We need a tidal wave of humanity demanding our leaders 
put it into practice. We are calling on you to join global activists across the world to #LighttheWay on the night of 
September 24 by hosting an Under One Sky event on your campus. 

  1500 POINTS

3. Get your campus or local radio station to talk about the global goals. When the global goals are announced, 
a 7-day pop up radio station will go live called Radio Everyone. We’re asking Campus Leaders across the country 
to ask their local and university radio stations to dedicate airtime to Radio Everyone in order to help make the 
Global Goals famous. 

  800 POINTS

THE PRIZE 
Your ONE chapter will be judged by how creatively you execute this challenge and how thoroughly you executed 
all three core components of the challenge (recruitment, Under One Sky event, and Radio Everyone). The top 
three (3) winning campuses will each earn 4 spots for their ONE chapter to attend ONE’s annual Power Summit in 
Washington, DC March 5-8, 2016 with all travel and lodging expenses paid. The ONE Power Summit is an invitation-
only leadership conference that brings ONE’s top volunteer advocates from across the nation to Washington, DC for 
issue briefings, skills training and lobbying on behalf of the world’s poorest. 

http://campus.one.org/petition
http://www.globalgoals.org/radio-everyone/
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UNDER ONE SKY EVENT RESOURCES

How to host an Under One Sky event

1. PLAN. (3 weeks before)

•	 Identify	people	to	help	you. Recruit a few members to help get everything ready in the weeks and days leading 
up to your Under One Sky event.  

•	 Identify	partner	organizations	to	work	with	you. Reach out to local members of like-minded organizations in 
order to team up! Some of ONE’s national partner organizations will be working to put on local Under One Sky 
events, too. If there’s a local group from a national partner organization planning an event, your ONE Campus staff 
manager will be sure to put you in touch so you can work together.

•	 Work	with	local	community	ONE	members. If there is a ONE Congressional District Leader or Regional Faith 
Leader near your school, your ONE Campus Manager will connect you with him/her at the start of this challenge 
so that you can work together to host one event for your campus + community.                                            

•	 Find	a	location. Where in your community do you want your Under One Sky event to happen? Campus quads, 
parks, places of worship, and athletic fields are great choices. 

•	 Set	the	date. As a part of this global rally, your Under One Sky event should happen on September 24 (the eve of 
the Global Goals being announced) sometime after sunset. If you can’t hold your event on September 24, that’s 
ok—just be sure to hold it within a couple days of that date. 

•	 Choose	a	source	of	light	for	your	event. Light will be a huge theme for these events (see sample program in 
this toolkit for ideas on how to incorporate light into your event). Some examples of sources of light include: 
flashlights, battery operated votive candles, glow sticks or cell phones. Remember to check with your venue if you 
want to use actual candle light (open flame).

•	 Get	permission. This is important! Be sure to secure the proper permissions to use the space you’ve chosen for 
your Under One Sky event, for the day(s)/time(s) you want it. 

•	 Identify	your	speakers. Based on the sample agenda and script included in this toolkit, identify 2-3 speakers in 
addition to yourself (the event host), plus 17 global goals readers (people can read more than 1 goal if you’re unable 
to identify 17 people ahead of time). Your speakers could be a professor, a prominent community member, a faith 
leader on campus, or an elected official. 

•	 Create	a	list	of	influential	community	members	to	invite. Create a list of local community leaders to invite (and 
perhaps speak at your event) such as teachers, professors, university presidents, local elected officials, members 
of local African diaspora groups, directors of area food banks and shelters, and leaders of faith groups. 
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2. PROMOTE. (2 weeks before)

•	 Flyer. Print and distribute posters or flyers advertising your Under One Sky event all around campus. 

•	 Register your event and get your RSVP page. Fill out this Google Form to let us know about your event by 
September 14—after you submit it will prompt you to create an official ONE event link. We’re offering bonus points 
for registering your event (simply use “Create your own action” on the Report Points page), so be sure to take a 
screen shot of your confirmation when you report points, and paste your event link into the comment box so we 
can help you promote your event. It is imperative that you complete this step in order to register your event. Once 
you’ve done this, we’ll send you helpful materials, including posters of the 17 global goals for your event. Share the 
event page with your networks asking them to RSVP for the event.  

•	 Email. Personally email friends, family, colleagues, university academic department heads, relevant local 
organizations, Members of Congress & staff, and anyone in your influential community member invitee list with an 
invitation to attend.

•	 Social	Media.	Use a Facebook event to quickly invite your friends. Include your RSVP link in the event description 
and encourage friends to RSVP. Use your personal and group Twitter and Instagram accounts to promote the 
event, and ask your friends/family/volunteers to share as well. 

•	 Invite	local	press. Use the sample press guide in this toolkit and invite your local newspaper, radio station, or TV 
news station to attend and cover your event. 

•	 Advertise	the	event	to	other	clubs	on	campus. Encourage likeminded clubs on campus clubs and groups within 
the community to share the event information with their supporters.  

•	 Advertise to faculty/academic departments/campus ministry. Try asking your professors to offer extra credit 
for attendance.

3. EXECUTE.	(Day	of)

•	 Use	the	sample	program. Use the script and sample program included in this toolkit as a template or guide for 
planning the program at your Under One Sky event.

•	 Print	necessary	materials. Before your event, print copies of the event program/script for you and your 
speakers. Type out a program to hand to guests at the event with background information on the global goals and 
information on the sponsoring organization. Also include the sample tweet and hashtag.

•	 Have	your	chosen	source	of	light	ready. Whether you’re using flashlights, battery operated votive candles, or cell 
phones, make sure you’ve got them ready to go. 

•	 Set	up	and	check	A/V	equipment. Do a run-through on all audiovisual equipment, including any microphones, 
LCD projector, or sound system to make sure that everything is working. 

•	 Volunteers	and	speakers	arrive	early. Make sure your team of volunteers and speakers are briefed on their role 
and set to arrive 30-45 minutes before your event begins.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FkFoCnEiX42I3FnR5HYgrn3ZivJ9X9Aw3T6QFMxOgt4/edit
http://campus.one.org/report-points
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•	 Information	table. Have 2 volunteers stationed at a table with information about ONE and any other sponsoring 
student organizations, the global goals, and sign-in sheets where attendees can sign-in upon arrival, so that you 
can follow up with those people about ways to get involved throughout the year.

•	 Keep	it	under	30	minutes. Remember—this is a short and simple event. Start on time, and stick to your planned 
agenda and script for the most part.

•	 Include	a	call	to	action.	Ask all attendees at your event to tweet at the United Nations using the sample tweet in 
this toolkit, and make a pitch for your ONE chapter and encourage them to join/get further involved.

4. FOLLOW-UP.	(2-5	days	after)

•	 Thank	you’s. Send a thank you to fellow volunteers, partner organizations, special guests, and speakers who 
helped out with the event. Follow up with any attendees who may have been interested in getting involved with 
your local ONE efforts in the future.

•	 Report	back. Use the Report Points page to let us know how your event went and how many people showed up. 
Use “Host a ONE event” in the drop-down menu to report your event, and use “Global goals tweet at the United 
Nations” in the drop-down menu to report your attendees’ tweets.

•	 Share	and	send	your	pictures.	Share photos on social media, and send the ONE campus team your photos so 
we can share them too. 

http://campus.one.org/report-points
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Under One Sky Event Sample Program & Host Script

This sample program and script should be tailored to your Under One Sky event. Work with your planning 
committee, volunteers and speakers to write a script and program that reflects your campus community. 

8:00: Attendees arrive and sign-in. Have printed sign-up sheets and pens on hand and sign people in as they 
arrive. Pre-designated volunteers encourage attendees to sign in.

8:05: Welcome	and	framing.	The event host welcomes guests and provides event context. The host also 
acknowledges any special guests present at the event, the planning committee and anyone else who worked on 
planning the event.

HOST: “Welcome to our ONE chapter’s [insert names of any co-hosts] Under One Sky event. Thank you for 
being here. We would especially like to thank our volunteers who helped with this event. We are also very 
lucky to have [insert any special guests] with us tonight.

The world is on the brink of something historic. Tomorrow, world leaders at the United Nations will agree to 
a historic set of ambitious global goals, tackling the defining issues of our time—poverty, inequality and 
climate change. But these global goals will only move from paper to practice if every person knows about 
them and every leader feels the pressure of a tidal wave of humanity demanding their implementation.   

Tonight, people are coming together across the world to shine a light on the momentous opportunity 
that these goals represent. We are gathered tonight to take part in a global rally—to shine light on the 
momentous opportunity that these goals represent. Right now, people all around the country are gathering 
for events just like this one in watchful anticipation.

The future of people and planet hangs in the balance and it’s up to every single one of us to join together in 
lighting the way to a brighter future.”

8:09: Explain the significance of the global goals. A pre-designated speaker—perhaps an influential community 
member or member of a partner organization—explains the significance of the 2015 global goals that were just 
released and the importance of public awareness around them.

 Speaker #1

8:12: Reading of the goals. 17 pre-designated speakers (or only a handful and they take turns) read off the 17 global 
goals one-by-one. As each person reads his/her assigned goal, he/she shines a light on it. By the end of the reading, 
all 17 global goals should be lit.
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HOST: “We will now read out loud the 17 global goals that will enable global progress on behalf of all people. 
As the readers read the goals, we will shine a light on each goal, illuminating that goal and illuminating the 
pathway to a brighter, more prosperous future.”

READER	#1:	“End poverty in all its forms everywhere.”

READER	#2:	“End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture.”

READER	#3: “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.”

READER	#4: “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities 
for all.”

READER	#5: “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.”

READER	#6: “Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.”

READER	#7: “Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all.”

READER	#8: “Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all.”

READER	#9: “Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 
innovation.”

READER	#10: “Reduce inequality within and among countries.”

READER	#11: “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.”

READER#12: “Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns.”

READER	#13: “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.”

READER	#14: “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development.”

READER	#15: “Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.”

READER	#16: “Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.”

READER	#17: “Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 
sustainable development.”
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8:16:	Reflection. Another pre-designated speaker leads an opportunity for a moment of silent reflection on what 
the global goals mean to each attendee.

 Speaker #2

 Musical act or another speaker 

8:18:	Call	to	action	and	provide	ways	for	attendees	to	stay	engaged. Host asks attendees to pull out their 
phones and tweet at the United Nations using sample tweet and hashtag. Provide ways to stay engaged and get 
involved with your ONE chapter and other co-host student/community organizations. The host or another pre-
designated speaker attendees with ways they can help ensure that others know about the global goals—and that 
world leaders are held accountable to reaching them.

8:25:	Close. The event host thanks attendees for coming. 

Under One Sky event sample social media messaging

Make sure you advertise your Under One Sky event on social media so that the surrounding communities, cities, 
states, country and world can hear the importance of the global goals and how we can light the way to a brighter 
and more prosperous future. 

Hashtags to use:

#LighttheWay

#Global Goals

Tag: @ONECampus

Share graphics:
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Sample tweets for attendees to use at your Under One Sky event: 

.@UN We’ve come together to #LightTheWay for the #GlobalGoals. 

.@UN: [insert your ONE chapter and co-sponsoring organizations social media handle(s)] has gathered to 
#LightTheWay to the end of extreme poverty.

 

Sample social media posts to promote your event:

Facebook/Instagram:

•	 Hey	friends!	Come	be	a	part	of	a	global	event	on	September	24th	at	LOCATION	to	
#LightTheWay for the announcement of the #GlobalGoals. Let’s shine a light on the world’s 
most pressing issues today [your event link]

•	 YOU’RE	INVITED	to	“Under	One	Sky”	on	Sept.	24	at	LOCATION	where	we’ll	#LightTheWay	to	
the end of extreme poverty [your event link]

•	 .@ONEat___	[insert	your	ONE	chapter’s	social	media	handle]	needs	your	help.	Will	you	join	us	
to help #LightTheWay for the announcement of the #GlobalGoals?! [your event link] 

Twitter:

•	 Join	us	on	9/24	at	TIME	to	light	the	way	for	the	#GlobalGoals	 [your event link] [graphic]

•	 Meet	me	at	LOCATION	on	9/24	to	#HASHTAG	NEEDED	with	people	everywhere	 [your event 
link] [graphic]

•	 Come	be	a	part	of	this	global	event	to	light	the	way	for	the	#GlobalGoals	 [your event link] 
[graphic]
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Guide to inviting press to cover your Under One Sky event

1. Identify reporters who cover human interest, humanitarian, or political beats. 

2.	 Create a media list of reporters to whom you’d like to reach out.

3. Send a friendly email to reporters introducing yourself and highlight the Under One Sky event that you’re working 
to plan, and share with them a sample press release (your ONE Campus Manager will send you one). Be sure to 
direct them to your ONE Campus staff manager for any additional questions. 

4. To set up a meeting, it is perfectly acceptable to see if the reporter would be available for coffee to discuss the 
details surrounding the Under One Sky event. 

5. To pitch your story about your Under One Sky event, be sure to outline the Who, What, Where, When, and Why of 
the story, being sure to emphasize the “why.” Before pitching, it is always helpful to reflect on WHY your event is 
newsworthy or interesting. What is the angle? 

6.	 Sending the first email or making the first call is always the hardest part; soon, you’ll be on your way!

RADIO EVERYONE RESOURCES
How to get your campus radio station to participate in Radio Everyone

For this challenge, ONE Campus is excited to partner with Project Everyone. Project Everyone aims to reach as 
many of the world’s 7 billion people with the message of the global goals in 7 days. Radio Everyone is a part of that 
initiative, asking broadcasters across the world to share the global goals with audiences across the world. We’re 
asking you to get your campus radio station to participate in order to help get the word out about the global goals.

1. Reach out to your campus or university radio station.

 Identify the best contact at the radio program(s) you’re going to invite to participate, and then get in touch with 
them. Radio Everyone provides ready-made radio content that will be available on September 14, including 
everything from short form music shows to documentaries, goals packages and station sound, so it will be easy 
for a radio station to take and use that content as they see fit. 

2. Nail down a plan.

 Once a radio station is interested, you can start planning your programming right away. Work with your campus 
radio station to figure out a program/day/time that will make the most sense for them. It may require several 
follow-ups to get a radio station to commit to featuring Radio Everyone content on a specific day and time. Think 
creatively about how you might feature the global goals on the radio—for example, perhaps your campus radio 
station would like to feature one of the ready-made programs or short Public Service Announcements that will be 
available to them for download on September 14, followed by an interview with you or one of your ONE members. 

http://www.globalgoals.org/radio-everyone/
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3.	Confirm,	confirm,	confirm

 Once a radio program agrees to be a part of Radio Everyone, make sure they understand and agree to the 
following conditions:

•	 The	participating	station	must	develop	and/or	broadcast	content	relevant	to	the	Global	Goals	for	Sustainable	
Development, under the banner of Radio Everyone.

•	 They	must	broadcast	the	content	between	September	26	–	October	2.

•	 The content has to be used with a reference to Radio Everyone, or the aim to make the goals ‘famous’ or a 
push to the specified web address (globalgoals.org).

•	 The	station	cannot	use	the	Radio	Everyone	content	in	a	satirical	or	comedic	manner.

 On September 14th, the Radio Everyone content will be available free for download online. At that time the ONE 
Campus Team will email you a link and a password to access it, which you will share with the radio station. Once 
this happens, confirm with your station and work with them to finalize a program using content that suits your 
audience and your school. Please	confirm	with	your	ONE	Campus	Manager	which	station(s)	have	agreed	to	
participate by September 24th. 

4. Promote and Broadcast.

 Try to get as many people on your campus as possible to tune into your university’s radio station! Don’t forget to 
report back the ONE Campus team using the report points page, and tell us how it went.

Timeline

26th August-12th September: Make contact with your radio stations. Confirm participation.

14th September: Radio Everyone content available to radio stations online.

20th-25th September: Check in with radio stations, confirm their plans.

24th September: Deadline to confirm details of your local or campus broadcast plans back to your ONE Campus 
Manager.

26th	September-2nd	October: Radio Everyone is live, all content to be broadcast within these 7 days.

26th September-4th October: Report back to ONE Campus by reporting “Recruit a radio station to participate in 
Radio Everyone” on the report points page and including information on all activity and likely reach.

http://www.globalgoals.org/
http://campus.one.org/report-points
http://campus.one.org/report-points
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Sample outreach email to campus radio station

Dear [name]: 

Hello!	My	name	is	______	and	I	am	the	Campus	Leader	for	ONE	at	[insert	school	name].	ONE	is	a	nonprofit,	
international advocacy and campaigning organization fighting extreme poverty and preventable disease. This 
semester, our ONE chapter is partnering with Project Everyone, a project aimed at publicizing the United Nations’ 
new Global Goals. These goals address a variety of issues, from gender equality to healthcare and education, with 
the overarching aim to end extreme poverty by the year 2030. 

The best way for these goals to be achieved is if everyone knows about them, and radio is essential to this 
campaign. From September 26th to October 2nd, radio stations all over the world will be broadcasting material 
related to the Global Goals. A mixture of content such as PSAs and playlists will be available free for these stations 
to download. 

We would love it if our university was represented in this project, which is why we wanted to reach out to you to 
see if your radio program might be willing to highlight the Global Goals to end extreme poverty on your radio 
show	during	the	week	of	9/26.	Our ONE chapter would be able to help plan the broadcast, and several pieces 
of compelling content would be provided for you to choose from. Please let me know—I’m happy to provide more 
information or answer any questions. 

Thanks for your time,

[insert name]

President, ONE Campaign at [insert school name]

Email@email.com 

111-111-1111 

POVERTY IS SEXIST PETITION/SIGN-UP SHEET 
Use the ONE Campus Poverty is Sexist petition to sign up new members for your ONE chapter and earn an 
automatic 10 points per signer. You can also use this hard copy, paper version of the sign-up sheet petition—just be 
sure to enter all the names you garner into the online petition to receive points and help us track our progress.

mailto:Email@email.com
http://campus.one.org/petition
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ABOUT	ONE’s	2015	CAMPAIGN

•	 Because	activists	from	ONE	and	other	organizations	so	aggressively	pressed	for	action,	significant	progress	was	
made under the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which expire this year.

•	 We	are	on	the	brink	of	something	historic.	New	Global	Goals	to	replace	the	MDGs	will	be	announced	at	the	United	
Nations summit on September 25, 2015. This new set of development goals will shape the fight against extreme 
poverty, injustice, and environmental degradation for the next 15 years.

•	 We	want	inspiring	goals	to	be	agreed	upon	and	then	become	famous	all	over	the	world,	so	the	whole	world	works	
together to ensure they are kept. Unless our leaders feel compelled to act by the pressure of people coming 
together all over the world, there is a risk that instead of driving progress towards a better future, these goals will 
be quickly forgotten. 

•	 By	2030	we	strive	to	end	extreme	poverty,	hunger,	child	and	maternal	deaths	from	preventable,	treatable	
diseases, and ensure everyone gets to lead a dignified life enriched with opportunity. 

•	 The	Global	Goals	were	negotiated	by	193	countries	over	more	than	a	year,	giving	almost	every	nation	on	the	planet	
a stake in ending extreme poverty. 

•	 The	Global	Goals	are	accompanied	by	169	targets	designed	to	more	specifically	guide	nations’	progress	in	each	
area. Still, it’s going to take hard work to turn these aspirations into reality, as well as an unprecedented global 
focus on better data and stronger accountability.

•	 Goals	alone	will	not	end	extreme	poverty.	Every	one	of	us	has	a	role	to	play	in	making	sure	our	leaders	deliver	on	
what they’ve promised.

•	 Poverty	is	Sexist.	No	matter	how	you	cut	it	–	socially,	economically,	legall	–	girls	and	women	in	the	poorest	
countries are prevented from reaching their full potential. The gender gap between men and women is greatest in 
the poorest countries. This year we have an historic opportunity do something about it.

•	 ONE’s	new	analysis	shows	that	poverty	and	gender	inequality	go	hand	in	hand.	Putting	girls	and	women	at	the	
heart of the new Global Goals will not only address the injustice of gender inequality, but benefit wider society.

ABOUT ONE

•	 ONE	is	a	nonpartisan	grassroots	campaign	and	advocacy	organization	backed	by	nearly	7	million	people	globally	
who are committed to the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly in Africa. It is made up 
of Democrats, Republicans, Independents, students, parents, people of all faiths and those who profess no faith. 

•	 ONE	holds	world	leaders	accountable	for	the	commitments	they’ve	made	to	fight	extreme	poverty	and	
campaigns for better development policies, more effective aid, and trade reform.

•	 ONE	also	supports	greater	democracy,	accountability,	and	transparency	in	developing	countries	so	resources	can	
most effectively be deployed. 

•	 ONE	achieves	change	through	advocacy,	awareness,	and	action.	ONE	works	closely	with	policy	experts,	African	
leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners to mobilize public opinion in support of tested and proven solutions.


